TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

TUESDAY, June 11, 2002, 7:30 PM

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

PRESENT: Altonen, Colvin, Keelan Russell, Stillings, Eckenberg, Thompson, Gaskell, and Planner Sullivan.
Audience: 6

Chairman Russell opened the regular meeting at 7:30 PM.

Minutes:

After review, and approval of the Minutes of May 14, 2002, a motion was made by T. Stillings to accept the minutes of May 14, 2002, Keelan 2nd.  Carried unanimously.   

Chairman Russell requested that all questions be directed through the Chair.

Communications:

Chairman Russell read aloud the letter received from the Antrim County Board of Commissioners along with the Ordinance for the protection and regulation of wetland 

areas in Antrim County.

A meeting will be held on July 23, 2002 at the Holiday Inn, Marquette and on July 24, 2002 

at the Grayling Holiday Inn regarding Managing the Land Division Act and The Open Space Preservation Act and Coordinated Planning by the Michigan Townships Association.

The Minutes from Milton Township Planning Commission.

Continuation of discussion on the proposed action of public hearing on the proposed site plans of the Torchport Airpark Commercial Units 1,2, 7, 8,11,12,13. 

MaryAnn Jorgenson will be representing each owner of the commercial units and has presented to the Board 13 revised separate site plans.  Ms. Jorgenson went over her requests to the Board and presented a revised site plan.  The Board reviewed each of the revised proposed site plan applications of the Torchport Airpark Commercial Units 1,2,7,8,11,12,13.  Larry Sullivan, Planner passed out a revised definition of an Airport Hangar.  Tom Stillings asked Ms. Jorgenson to review the original definition of an Airport Hangar presented at the May 14, 2002 Public Hearing, along with the revised definition of an Airport Hangar, and pick which definition she would like to use.  Ms. Jorgenson requested the revised definition of an Airport Hangar be used with the language addition of  “sales” be added.  T. Stillings made the Motion as a condition of the approval of the revised definition of an Airport Hangar with amended language and the subsequent potential approvals this evening that we construe the meaning of the word Airport Hangar to mean the following, and that this definition be included as a condition of approval.  B. Altonen 2nd.  The following language was voted on and unanimously carried.  Approved unconditional for each unit site plan application.

Airport Hangar

Airport hangars shall only house uses that support or contribute to airport operations such as sales, storage, repair, and/or maintenance of aircraft; flight operations, flight instruction, and aircraft charter services.  The housing, servicing, and storage of vehicles or materials other than aircraft shall be allowed to the extent that said items are used for the sole purpose of maintaining the airport and runways (i.e. snowplows and mowing equipment).  Additionally, the owner of the hangar may store and maintain personal property within the hangar.  No outside storage of any type shall be allowed. 

After the Board reviewed and discussed each unit site plan individually the following Motions were made:

A Motion was made by T. Stillings to approve the Torchport Airpark Commercial Unit #2, Site Plan application for an Airport Hangar conditionally with the following items to be added to the Site Plan:

1. The telephone # of Venture North 

2. The project description language be amended to reflect there will two 36 inch service doors, and an additional one 10 ft by 10 ft door.

3. The site plan drawing be amended to add the propane storage tank and windsock, which are indicated in the narrative.

4. That the reply of item 2g and 2h be amended to be not applicable and that there is no curb cut from said parcel on to a public right of way.

5. That item 2n be modified to indicate that the signs would be attached to each of the unit buildings.

6. That item 2o regarding the exterior shielded lighting for the buildings be indicated on the site plan drawing.

7. That items 2k and 2l regarding the location of all utilities be transferred to the master plan drawing.

8. That item 1w; any fencing on the perimeter of the project be indicated on the master plan drawing.

9. That item 2w subsection 1: that the wording be changed in all instances, instead of the aircraft, we will substitute the words “vehicles stored in the building”.

M. Keelan 2nd.  It was approved, voted on, and unanimously carried.

A Motion was made by J. Thompson to approve the Torchport Airpark Commercial Unit #1, Site Plan application for an Airport Hangar conditionally with the following items to be added to the Site Plan:

1. That the site plan wording in 1h pertaining to one building be changed to one story

hangar, as opposed to a building that would not be subject to our definition.

2. That the proposed building for the lot be indicated on the master drawing.

3. That electric and propane storage tanks be indicated on the master plan.

4. That the reply of item 2g and 2h be amended to be not applicable and that there is no  

      curb cut from said parcel on to a public right of way.

5.  That item 2n be modified to indicate that one sign not to exceed 96 ft. would be attached to the unit building.

6. That item 2o regarding the exterior shielded lighting for the buildings be indicated on  

      the site plans drawing.

7. That items 2k and 2l regarding the location of all utilities be transferred to the master plan drawing.

8. That any fencing on the perimeter of the project be indicated on the master plan drawing.

9. That item 2w subsection 1: that the wording referring to the fuel be changed; substitute the language of the sentence to read the word vehicles at the end, so the fuel is limited to the fuel tanks of the vehicles stored in the building.

A Motion was made by T. Stillings to approve the Torchport Airpark Commercial Unit #8, Site Plan application for an Airport Hangar subject to the same changes and conditions in language as the previous approvals this evening, identical, word for word.  M. Keelan 2nd. 

Approved and unanimously carried. 

A Motion was made by J. Thompson to approve the Torchport Airpark Commercial Unit #7, Site Plan application for an Airport Hangar subject to the same changes and conditions in language as the previous approvals this evening, identical, word for word.  M. Keelan 2nd. 

Approved and unanimously carried. 

A Motion was made by D. Gaskell to approve the Torchport Airpark Commercial Unit #11, Site Plan application for an Airport Hangar subject to the same changes and conditions in language as the previous approvals this evening, identical, word for word.  J. Thompson 2nd. 

Approved and unanimously carried.

A Motion was made by L. Colvin to approve the Torchport Airpark Commercial Unit #12, Site Plan application for an Airport Hangar subject to the same changes and conditions in language as the previous approvals this evening, identical, word for word.  J. Thompson 2nd. 

Approved and unanimously carried.

A Motion was made by L. Colvin to approve the Torchport Airpark Commercial Unit 13, Site Plan application for an Airport Hangar subject to the same changes and conditions in language as the previous approvals this evening, identical, word for word.  J. Thompson 2nd. 

Approved and unanimously carried.

Mary Anne Jorgenson will meet Chairman Russell on Friday, June 14, 2002 at the Township hall to have Chairman Russell sign off the site plan after all corrections to the Site Plan have been verified and approved.

Public Concerns other than Agenda items:

Don Leys read a note he had written to Chairman Russell concerning future proposed Site Plan Applications.  That all Site Plan Application packages be submitted to the Board members two (2) weeks prior to the Public Hearing.  So the Board would be better prepared for the hearing/meeting for corrections, additions, and etc. etc., etc.  

The Zoning Board of Appeals has the appeal information in their possession at least two weeks prior to the meeting, so they have plenty of time to review and prepare for the Public Hearing. 

L. Sullivan, Planner suggested that when the Site Plan Applications are sent out or delivered to the agencies for their 10day review, that they are delivered to the Planning Commission members at the same time.

Concerns of the Commission:

Chairman Russell requested a meeting date be set for the wetlands committee to meet on Monday, June 17, 2002 at 4:00 pm at the South Fire Station to prepare the wetlands map.  

Chairman Russell suggested the Board to review the Commercial Sign Ordinance; it may need some changes in the language.  

B. Altonen advised the Board that he thought the meeting went smooth with having comments go through the Chairman.

Chairman Russell closed the meeting at 9:25 PM.

These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular Board meeting.

Respectfully submitted 

Ginger Anderson

Recording Secretary

